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Freedom	of	Speech	
	
	
	
Language	level:	upper-intermediate	to	advanced		
	
Age	Group:	Teenagers,	Adults.		
	
Time:	90	min	
	
Materials:		

• Youtube	Interview	with	Trevor	Noah	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-8GPvIX6bY	

• Youtube	Interview	with	Edward	Snowden	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FTO27aOsHQ			

• Youtube	video	of	the	Speaker’s	corner	in	London	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqlXbJOpYiI&t=1s	
	

Language	and	Skills:	Listening	and	Speaking:	Fluency.		
	
	
	

Overview	
	

In	this	lesson,	students	discuss	the	topic	of	‘Freedom	of	Speech	and	the	right	to	
privacy’	and	listen	to	and	Trevor	Noah	and	Edward	Snowden	on	the	subject.	
They	then	create	their	own	Speaker’s	Corner	and	get	a	chance	to	stand	up	and	
voice	their	opinion	on	a	subject	dear	to	them.	Depending	on	your	class,	keep	this	
serious	or	fun	and	light.		
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1. Have	a	plenary	discussion	answering	the	following	questions:		
• Which	countries	in	the	world	have	a	good/	bad	record	of	freedom	

of	speech/freedom	of	expression?				
• How	do	governments	silence	people?	(US/China?/India?	–prison,	

cutting	funds	for	NGOs,	fake	press,	etc.).	Watch	the	Ted	talk	
“Behind	the	great	fire	wall	of	China”	for	more	ideas.		

• How	does	your	country	compare?	Discuss	from	different	
perspectives:	Political/	Press/	Celebrity/	Leaders/	Royal	
family/Art.		

• What	is	freedom	of	speech	exactly?	How	far	can	it	go?	Do	you	think	
everyone	should	be	allowed	to	say	exactly	what	they	want	to	say	
publicly?		

	
2. Watch	the	beginning	of	the	interview	with	Trevor	Noah,	a	South	African	

comedian	and	host	of	the	Daily	Show,	a	comedy	news	channel	in	the	US.	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-8GPvIX6bY	(watch	until	2:07).	
Ask	the	students	what	is	Trevor	Noah’s	opinion	on	the	last	question.		
(Should	everyone	be	allowed	to	say	what	they	want?).	Do	your	students	
agree	with	Trevor	Noah?			

	
3. Ask	students	to	talk	in	small	groups	and	answer	the	two	following	

questions	(write	them	on	the	board):		
• What	do	you	know	about	Edward	Snowden?		
• What	is	the	relationship	between	freedom	of	speech	and	the	right	

to	privacy?		
	

4. Play	the	first	45	seconds	of	this	remote	interview	with	Snowden	at	Mc	Gill	
University	Montreal	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FTO27aOsHQ			
Ask	the	students	to	listen	to	the	first	question	and	write	it	down	(use	
subtitles	the	second	time	if	necessary.		
	

5. Play	the	rest	of	the	video	and	ask	student	what	the	link	between	freedom	
of	speech	and	privacy	is	according	to	Snowden?	Play	again	if	necessary.		
(A	possible	answer:	Snowden	explains	that	privacy	is	a	place	where	you	
can	say	anything,	and	actually	work	out	what	you	really	want	to	say	and	
express.	IF	there	is	freedom	of	thought	(in	a	private	space)	then	there	are	
more	possibilities	for	freedom	of	speech.	If	there	is	no	right	to	privacy,	
then	you	can’t	express	yourself	freely,	you	end	up	only	thinking	and	
saying	what	is	safe,	which	is	what	the	system	wants	you	to	think	and	say,	
which	is	not	freedom	of	speech/expression.)	Ask	the	students	if	they	
agree	and	discuss.	Can	they	relate	this	to	their	lives	(at	school,	in	their	
jobs,	at	home,	in	society)?		
	

6. Ask	the	students	if	they	have	ever	heard	of	the	Speaker’s	Corner	in	
London	and	what	they	know	about	it.	How	does	it	relate	to	freedom	of	
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speech?	More	on	this	in	Wikipedia	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speakers'_Corner	
	
	

7. Show	students	some	clips	from	this	old	video.	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqlXbJOpYiI&t=1s			Show	a	minute	
or	so	from	the	beginning	and	then	go	to	2:30				then	3:50			(show	the	
hecklers).	Ask	the	students	if	they	like	the	idea	of	a	Speaker’s	corner?	
Should	there	be	one	in	every	city/school/company?		
	

8. Ask	the	students	to	think	about	a	topic/an	idea	they	are	passionate	about.	
Something	they	think	should	be	implemented/allowed	in	their	school,	in	
their	society,	in	their	company/job,	for	example.	To	help	them	with	this,	
you	could	ask	them	what	they	have	complained	about	recently,	what	they	
have	found	unfair,	what	they	would	like	to	change.	The	students	take	a	
few	notes	of	their	ideas	but	don’t	write	full	sentences.		

	
9. Get	the	students	to	stand	in	front	of	a	small	group	or	the	whole	class	

depending	on	how	shy/comfortable	they	are	with	each	other.	Time	them	
and	give	them	between	1min30sec	and	2	minutes	to	express	their	ideas	
as	if	they	were	at	the	speaker’s	corner.	They	can	climb	on	a	chair	for	more	
fun!	If	there	is	a	good	atmosphere	in	the	class	and	students	are	respectful	
of	each	other,	you	can	encourage	one	or	two	heckling	comments	to	make	
it	more	dynamic.	With	teenagers,	it	is	best	to	limit	the	comments	to	three	
per	speech!	This	exercise	is	intended	to	give	the	students	a	voice	and	to	
encourage	fluency	and	it	should	fun	and	light-hearted.			

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


